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The Importance of Church Group Devotions at CentriKid

Church Group Devotions are an integral part of the CentriKid 

camp experience. Your kids are “spun out” into Bible Study 

groups with kids from other churches, so when they come back 

to your group at the end of the day, you’ll need to help them 

process what they’re experiencing and help them connect with 

other kids from your church group. While it’s great for your 

kids to make friends with kids from other churches, towns, or 

even states, it’s also great for them to know friends in their own 

church/town who experienced CentriKid and have this shared 

camp experience. 

I hope you enjoy this time with your kids each day. Thanks for all 

you do to help kids become spiritual champions!

 

Jon Merryman, Writer

Arkadelphia, Arkansas

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE
The activities for each day will help you unpack what your kids 

have learned in Bible Study and Worship, have a little fun, and 

pray together. Then you’ll have a little time to go over camp lo-

gistics with your group. Here’s how to use each section:

Upon Further 
Review: Use the simple prompts to 

debrief each day. 

The Point: Unpack what kids 

learned and experienced in Worship. (This 

will begin on Day 2. On Day 1, this will be re-

placed with The Playbook. There will be a lot 

to cover with your kiddos this first night of 

camp.)

Huddle With Him: 
Huddle up and pray.

Tomorrow’s 
Game Plan: Get your kids ready 

for the next day.

2012
CHURCH GROUP
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BIBLE STUDY: Romans 12:1

MAIN POINT: God calls me to become a living sacrifice.

WORSHIP PASSAGE: Romans 12:1

Start by telling your kids how glad you are they are at camp. 

Ask them to share what they’re looking forward to the most 

this week. Ask what they might be nervous about, too. If you 

used the Before Camp Devotions with your group, you’ll have 

cards with the things they’re looking forward to or were nervous 

about. Pull those out to let your kids know you’ve been praying 

for them and will continue to do so throughout the week. 

Next, ask kids to share their names and the Olympic activities in 

which they would like to compete. (Example: “Hello, my name is 

______________ and if I were in the Olympics, I would be a(n) 

__________.”) Some of them did this in Bible Study this morning, 

but this will help everyone get to know each other better.  

Next, read aloud the Key Verse:

“Therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, I urge you to present 

your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is 

your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this age, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may discern 

what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God” 

(Romans 12:1-2).

Ask your kids to share the motions they made up for the Key 

Verse in Bible Study. Each group may be slightly different—so 

allow kids from each group to share. 

1
game on!
day

Next, ask what Olympic athlete they learned about in Bible 

Study. Ask: “What does it mean to sacrifice? What does it mean for 

you to be a living sacrifice? Which person from the Bible are we go-

ing to be studying this week?” (Daniel) “What does it mean to live 

a holy life?”

The Playbook
•	 SCHEDULE // Make sure your kids understand the 

schedule for the week. If some kids don’t have watches, 

pair them with buddies with watches to travel with from 

place to place so they’ll be on time.

•	 SAFETY // Discuss any safety information about your 

location and any rules you have for not walking alone 

and so forth. Make sure kids know where “The Spot” is—

that’s where they’ll meet each day for Track Times. Clear-

ly explain your expectations for checking in before and 

after activities, where you’ll be, and so forth. If you have 

a large group, create groups of five or six kids who will 

check in with a “family group” leader. That leader needs 

to know where their “family” is at all times.

•	 TRACK TIMES // Tell your kids what Track Times they 

received. High-five those who are excited about their 

Tracks, and encourage those who might be concerned 

about their Tracks. Direct students to write down their 

Tracks on the blanks found on their camp schedule as a 

reminder. Keep your list so you’ll know where to check 

in on your kids during the week. Make copies or allow 

leaders to copy where the kids they are in charge of will 

be during the week.

•	 QUESTIONS // Take a few minutes to answer any ques-

tions your kids (or sponsors!) may have. 

Huddle With Him
Ask a volunteer to share about the missions 

focus they learned about in Bible Study. As 

you get your kids to huddle up, putting their 

arms around each other’s shoulders, lead 

them in prayer. Ask God to help you and everyone in your group 

understand and live lives that are living sacrifices! Pray also for 

the mission focus for the week. Ask God to lead you and your 

group to give sacrificially by giving up a coke, a candy bar, or 

even something they’ve been saving for to help God’s name be 

known in Canada and Africa. 
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Tomorrow’s 
Game Plan
Go over what time they need to be in 

rooms tonight, remind them to shower, 

and make sure they know when to be at  

breakfast tomorrow.

Explain what quiet time is all about, and make sure campers 

know where to meet for quiet time in the morning.
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2
make
wise choice

day the
BIBLE STUDY: Daniel 1—To eat or not to eat the king’s food? 

That is the question.

MAIN POINT:  Because the choices we make are a part of our 

worship to God, we need to make wise choices in our everyday 

lives.

WORSHIP PASSAGE: Daniel 1—In order to obey God, we 

need to know God.

Prepare
Provide index cards and writing utensils for each child.

Upon Further 
Review
Ask some students to share the new names 

they received in Bible Study today. (Just as 

Daniel and his friends received new foreign 

names, each child received a new name in Bible Study today.)

Ask: “What was the courageous decision Daniel made in 

today’s story?” (He didn’t eat the king’s food or drink the king’s 

drink.) “Why was this courageous? Why did he choose not to 

eat or drink the king’s meal?”

Distribute index cards and writing utensils. Guide your group to 

think of a decision they had to make that took courage. Was it to 

stand up for a kid who was being bullied? Was it accepting Jesus 

regardless of what friends or family thought? Was it choosing to 

walk away when your friends were gossiping? Ask each person 

in your group to write about that decision and how they chose 

to make the wise choice. When everyone has had a chance to 

write, ask for volunteers to share.

Say: “Making the wise decision isn’t always easy, but it hon-

ors God and is a testimony to His work in our lives. Since all 

wisdom comes from God, making a wise choice helps others 

see Him—and the point of our lives is to point to Him.”

The Point 
RESPONSE TO WORSHIP
The following are ideas you can choose to 

implement during your own Church Group 

Time after worship. Each bullet takes you 

back to an earlier point in the sermon that same evening and 

allows your kids to unpack what they heard and learned. These 

are merely suggestions and/or jumping off points. 

•	  Return to transplantation theme.  Have kids write wise 

decisions on card made to look like Mexican flag.  As 

they are writing talk about being an outsider, transplant-

ed into a foreign land.

•	 Return to theme about being an outsider.  Have kids list 

their Babylon.  Which place are they most likely to make 

poor decisions?  What location causes you to be tempted 

the most to compromise your character.  School.  Home.  

Mall.  Movies.  On computer.

•	 Return to Jesus and temptation scene.  What thing 

causes you to be tempted the most to disobey God?  

What is your “bread” that the Devil puts in front of you to 

cause you to be tempted?  

•	 Return to vegetables and water.  What thing could you 

put away for 10 days in order to focus more on your faith 

commitment to God?  Technology.  Certain people.  Cer-

tain places.  Certain practices.  

Say: Tonight in Worship we learned about how Daniel’s relation-

ship with God affected is actions and led to his transformed life.

Take a few minutes to share about your relationship with God. 

(Or you can ask another adult to share.) What was life like before 

Christ? When did you come to know Him? What has life been 

like afterward? Make sure this is age appropriate by limiting the 

“I was on drugs and look at me” stuff. Try to focus on all that God 

has done since then and the difference He made in your life by 

saving you!

Say: “Some of you are ready to give your lives to Jesus. You 

are ready to ask Jesus to forgive you for the stuff you’ve 

done that Jesus doesn’t like—those things called ‘sins.’ You 

know you are ready to turn from those things and not do 
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them anymore. You want Jesus to be the Lord, or boss, of 

your life. If that is you tonight, as soon as we’re done pray-

ing, come find me or one of our adults before we go to sleep, 

so we can talk more and pray together.”

Huddle With Him
Gather your kids and huddle up. Ask for a vol-

unteer to pray by thanking God for salvation 

and for giving us the chance to live forever in 

heaven with Him. Ask another volunteer to 

pray and ask Him to help us make wise choic-

es. Encourage an adult to close in prayer, thanking God for this 

day He’s given you and for each kid in your group. 

Tomorrow’s 
Game Plan
Quickly review the Lights Out (bedtime) plan. 

Be on the lookout for kids who might need to 

talk and pray to become a Christian. 

day 2 TRANSITION 
FROM PARTY 
TO WORSHIP
This year at CentriKid, our Party falls before 

Worship on the schedule. We will dismiss ev-

eryone from the Party outside of the auditorium and our staff 

will quickly get things set for worship. As a church group leader, 

you can choose to split up your group into smaller groups or you 

can remain one group.  WE RECOMMEND KEEPING GROUPS 

NO LARGER THAN 8-10 CAMPERS and you will need a TENNIS 

BALL or other small ball each night for each group (our CK staff 

will have some extras you can use). Be sure to assign an adult 

sponsor to each group to help guide prayer time. We intend for 

these transitions to last no longer than 8-10 minutes. 

Use your tennis ball to talk about worship. Pass the tennis ball 

around the circle or across the circle and each time a camper 

receives the ball, have him answer one of the following (switch 

up the questions as necessary):

What does worship mean to you? // What is worship? // What are 

some ways we worship God? // Why do we worship God?

Take about 1 minute to share some of your expectations for 

your group in worship each night at camp. Go over specifics like 

where you’ll sit, and where you’ll go at the end of worship. 

Ask for one or two people to pray over the worship service.

•	 Begin by thanking God for your day and for bringing you 

to camp this week.

•	 Ask Him to prepare your mind and your heart for wor-

ship.

•	 Ask God to use Daniel to teach us something new each 

night of worship.

•	 Ask God to help us know how to live transformed lives.
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BIBLE STUDY: Daniel 3—Daniel’s friends take a stand and re-

fuse to bow. 

MAIN POINT: We must learn to worship with our lives, even 

when it costs us everything.

WORSHIP PASSAGE: Daniel 3:17-18—What might have hap-

pened if God had not delivered Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-

nego?

Prepare
Hang a large piece of paper on the wall. You can ask your church 

host to bring you one if needed. Provide washable markers for 

each child.

Upon Further 
Review
Say: “Today you learned how Daniel’s 

friends took a stand for God and refused 

to bow.” Ask: “When we stand up for God, what risks do we 

take?” 

Tell the following story: 

Samuel Stephens is the president of India Gospel League, an 

organization that facilitates heart-change by bringing the very 

best of the gospel of Jesus Christ to rural Indian culture. Through 

their holistic ministry, they share the good news of Christ, peo-

ple respond, and indigenous pastors move from village to vil-

lage sharing the life-changing Word of God.

This important ministry might have never been started if some-

one had not taken a stand for God. It all started 150 years ago 

with Sam’s great-grandfather. When missionaries first came to 

India in the 1860s, Sam’s great-grandfather heard about Jesus’ 

salvation and accepted Jesus as his Lord and Savior. 

When he returned home to his family, his parents, who were 

strong Hindu believers, felt he had disgraced them and tried 

to poison his dinner! His brother was looking out for him and 

helped him escape. He found the missionaries who led him to 

Jesus and joined them in sharing Jesus with others—traveling 

from village to village preaching and sharing his story of salva-

tion. Sam’s grandfather, his father and now Sam himself have 

carried on the work that his great-grandfather was almost not 

even able to start! Thanks to Sam’s great-grandfather’s brother, 

and the rest of Sam’s relatives who have come before him, hun-

dreds of thousands of Indians have come to know Jesus as their 

Savior.” 

Ask: “What would have happened if the brother hadn’t 

stepped in?” It’s amazing to think of all that can happen as a 

result of decisions like the great-grandfather’s decision to fol-

low Christ and his brother’s decision to help him escape. Samuel 

didn’t go home and act like nothing happened—he stood up for 

God and refused to bow, even if it would cost him his life.”

The Point
RESPONSE TO WORSHIP
The following are ideas you can choose to im-

plement during your own Church Group Time 

after worship. Each bullet takes you back to an earlier point in 

the sermon that same evening and allows your kids to unpack 

what they heard and learned. These are merely suggestions 

and/or jumping off points. 

•	  Return to the decision made by the 3 young men.  In 

your life, what is the hardest thing to take a stand about?  

Write down in your Bible, next to Daniel 3:18, your line in 

the sand.

•	 Return to the fiery furnace.  What has been your fiery 

furnace?  When you have taken a stand, what has been 

said about you to your face or behind your back?  What 

had been done to you?  Write down in your Bible, next to 

Daniel 3:19, your most hot furnace.

•	 Return to the fourth man in the furnace.  How has God 

been with you even when others have turned their backs 

on you?  Write down in your Bible, next to Daniel 3:24, 

how God stood by you.

Have kids share what they wrote down in their Bible in a group 

sharing time.

Instruct children to take a marker and take a stand. Point to the 

sheet of paper on the wall and ask them to write a way they can 

take a stand for Him when they get home—just like Shadrach, 

3
take stand
day a
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Meshach, and Abednego. (Share Christ more at school; tell 

someone about their decision to follow Christ, etc.) 

Huddle With Him
Encourage the kids to huddle up. Lead them 

in a prayer by thanking God for the ways He 

rescues us. Thank God for allowing us to be 

part of His story and for writing endings that we couldn’t have 

dreamed of. Thank God for creating each kid and for allowing 

them to join you at camp this week. Pray that they would con-

tinue to open their hearts and minds to all He has for them and 

that they would take a stand for Him when they go home.

Tomorrow’s
Game Plan
Remind kids about the missions offering 

tomorrow. Encourage them to prayerfully 

consider what they might give. Review Lights Out times, and 

don’t forget to remind your third-grade boys that showers are  

not optional. 

If you have campers on the Red Team, remind them about the 

plans for Red Team Hangout.

day 3 Transition 
from Party 
to Worship
Have the group sit very close together. Talk 

about how in some countries, people are not free to worship 

God so some people have secret church meetings. Pass the ten-

nis ball around the circle, and have the kids talk about how that 

would make them feel if they lived in a foreign country and were 

not allowed to take a stand for their faith. Next, talk about dif-

ferent opportunities kids have in the states to tell others about 

Christ (school, neighborhood, missions opportunities at the 

church, places where they can share Christ with others) and act 

out these scenarios.

Read through the following, and ask kids in your group to pray si-

lently all at once.

•	 Thank God for who He is and for the perfect plans that 

He has for our lives.

•	 Ask God that through worship tonight, He would 

show us how we can take a stand for our relationship  

with Jesus.

•	 Pray that through this week, we will grow stronger in our 

walk with Jesus and we will be confident in telling our 

friends about Him.
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4
all eyes me
day on
BIBLE STUDY: Daniel 6—Daniel in the lion’s den.

MAIN POINT: We must love God well in private so we can take 

a stand for Him in public.

WORSHIP: Daniel 6:14-25—Daniel not only took a stand when 

nobody was looking, but even when all eyes were on him. Be-

cause Daniel knew God and loved God well in private, he was 

able to take a stand in public.  Daniel’s faithfulness had far-reach-

ing effects to someone who, in contrast, did not take a stand.

Prepare
On this final night of Church Group Devotions, you may want to 

have something like a pizza party or sundae party after worship. 

It’s also a good idea to invite the staff to come so they can sign 

all your kids’ T-shirts and spend some time with your group in a 

smaller setting before you head home. 

Upon Further 
Review 
Say: “Today in Bible Study you discussed 

what it was like live God’s way – doing 

what He wants us to do all the time. Share 

the name of the person in your life whom you described as a 

modern-day Daniel, or a person of character, and tell us why 

you chose him or her.” 

(Invite just a few campers to share.)

Ask: “What was the main point of your Bible Study today?” 

(To live lives that point to Jesus; to let our relationship with Him im-

pact our lives; to remember that who we are in private is who we are 

in public.) Say: “To be a person of good moral character and 

integrity, we have to be the same person in private whom 

others see in public. And even if you’re not—know that God 

sees all that you say and do in public and in private.” 

The Point
RESPONSE TO WORSHIP
The following are ideas you can choose to im-

plement during your own Church Group Time 

after worship. Each bullet takes you back to an 

earlier point in the sermon that same evening and allows your 

kids to unpack what they heard and learned. These are merely 

suggestions and/or jumping off points. 

•	  Return to the outsider thought.  In your life, have you 

felt like an outsider because of your faith.  Because God 

is your first priority, have you felt like others pushed you 

away.

•	 Return to the lion’s den.  Have there been things in your 

life where God showed himself to be your protector.  Has 

God protected from harmful things?  Write down in your 

Bible, next to Daniel 6:23, your lion’s den.

•	 Return to the Jesus and the Cross.  How has the cross 

of Jesus impacted your life?  How has his death, burial 

and resurrection changed you?  How has Jesus reshaped 

your life forever?

Say: “Written on the cornerstone of a small-town courthouse 

in Missouri is this quote: ‘Be sure your sins will find you out.’ 

While that sounds scary and ominous, it is true. Just like we 

heard today, what we say and do when no one is around 

can be exposed in the light. When you are tempted to do 

something you know God wouldn’t like, think about how 

you would feel if others found out you did this. What does 

God think when I do this? Turn from those things and turn 

to God. Commit here and now to strive to have great char-

acter to live lives that are honoring God in public and even 

in private.”

OPTIONAL ACTIVITY
If kids in your group need encouragement, consider taping large 

pieces of paper around the room—each sheet with a child’s 

name on it from your group. Allow the children time to go 

around the room writing what they like about that person. Spe-

cifically, if they’ve seen them exude good character, ask them to 

write that on that friend’s sheet of paper. Every child should be 

able to think of something nice to say about each person in the 

group. Feel free to add sheets for adults in your group, too, so 
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kids can thank them for giving up their week. This activity will 

help kids become confident about how they live a life of good 

character. It will also help those who are struggling with their 

actions to think about how others are showing their character 

and how they might be able to demonstrate more character—

honoring God with their actions.

Huddle With Him
Pray for the missions offering collected earlier 

in the evening. Pray for a great last evening 

together before heading home. And pray that 

each person would be excited to share how 

God provides for friends and family who weren’t able to come 

to camp.  

Tomorrow’s 
Game Plan
Before you head to the Party, make sure to re-

mind kids that if they are ready to accept Je-

sus as their Lord and Savoir, they can do that 

tonight. Let them know that they can talk to you on the way to 

the Party, or back in the room, or talk to their Bible Study leader 

after the Party. 

Next, go ahead and review Lights Out, check-out procedures, 

breakfast times, and so forth. 

day 4 Transition 
from Party

 to worship
Lead your group to stand in a circle. Hand 

the tennis ball to one camper. Have the first 

camper say the first word of the verse and pass it to another 

camper who will say the second word. Continue doing this until 

the entire verse has been said aloud several times and try to do 

it without looking at the words. Talk to your group about the 

importance of knowing God’s word .

Read through the following, and ask kids in your group to pray 

out-loud all at once. Challenge kids to focus on their own prayer 

to God.

•	 Ask God to help us focus tonight during worship. 

•	 Thank Him for sending Jesus to die in your place so 

that we could put our full trust in Him and worship  

Him forever.

•	 Pray that God will show you how you can make a huge 

difference in the lives of others, and talk to people about 

what Jesus has done for you. 


